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The CHARGE of EDMUND 
Lord Biſhop of London, to __ Clergy 
7 of his Dioceſe, Sc. | 


Reverend hay rethren | 


I: ; preſent. gra . — Chriſtianity are 
I formed, and from whence they are propa- 
ES) gated into all Parts of the Nation; it is par- 
M ::caularly incumbent upon Us, to keep a 
9/2 watchful Eye over them, and to conſider 
ST : from Time to Time of the moſt effectual 
3 to defeat them: Eſpecially when we ſee, that In- 
fidels are not content, as heretofore, by ſecret Arts and 
Inſinuations to #ndermine our Religion; but that they are 
attacking it openly and without Reſerve, and ſhow plainly, 
that they aim at nothing leſs than the baniſhing Chriſtiani- 
ty out of the Nation. And as in all Caſes, the firſt and moſt 
neceſſary Step towards Curing or Preventing an Evil, is a 
right Knowledge of the Nature of it, and of the ſeveral 
Ways and Methods in which it works; : ſo in this, we can 
have no ſurer Guide to the proper Methods of oppoſing and 
, DE the Attempts of Infidels, than — to attend to. 
| Po LT the 


T 


the | ſeveral Ways by hich they attack and undermine. the 
Chriſtian Faith. This is a Matter, upon which my Station 
has obliged me to exerciſe my Thoughts of late, and I do not 


fee, how I can employ the prefent Opportunity more pro 

or more uſefully, than in acquainting you with the Real” of 
them; firſt, By opening the ſeveral Schemes, upon which the 
| Infidels for (i Years paſt have proceeded, and are ſtill pro- 

ceeding, in their Work; and then, By pointing out what I 

conceive to be the moſt proper and e ectual Means to hinder . 


their Progrefs and diſappoint their Defigns,! A bun 


I. Now, the Methods they have uſed for Ain Chri- 

ſtianity, may be reduced to two general Heads; being 
level, either againſt the 77uth of it, or againſt the inſti- 
tuted and ordinary Means, whether Sacred or Civil, of pre- 
ſerving and promoting it; the firſt, to deſtroy it by Aſſault, 
and the ſecond by Undermining. 

1. They began with: endeavouring to perſwade ne: 
Nation, or lion the Religion we profeſs is all over Im 
ſttutre, That the Types in the Old Teſtament have no 

Aation to Chrif, © That the | Prophecies, which, we ra 
point out and foretel his coming, were meant of other Per- 
lions, and fulfilled in them long before, That no Credit is 
to ba given ta the Accounts the Evangeliſts have left us, 
ef the Mirzeles wrouglit by him; which, ſometimes, they 
dell us, are no mort than what others Have wrought by Art- 
Magick; atfid, at other Times, that they were not wrought 
at all, nor are to be underſtood as Things real, but mere- 
1 fenrative and allegorical. And the better to prepare the 
People to ſwallow theſe Things; great Endeavours have 
been uſed to eftablifh: another Doftrine (and that indeed 
does the Work once for all ;) I mean the Doctrine of Fate; 
which, if it do not ab/olutely exclude a firſt free intelligent 
Being, docs at leaſt färbe theſe: two e fe one, Wut 


02 (05 0190: er So 
he be 3 3 1 1 


_ ae the . which from the moral 


O37 


that Being, having at firſt put the whole Creation in a ne- 
4 y Courſe of Motion and Action, does not interpoſẽ in the _ 


ffairs of it; and therefore cannot, conſiſtently with theNereſity Mor: 


all Things are under, either make a new Revelation of his 
Will, or alter the Courſe of Nature by Miracles to atteſt the 
Pruth of ſuch Revelation; the other, That the Freedom of 
Mans Will being thus taken away by that N eceſſity, all 
Laws and Precepts, Admonitions and Threatnings, Rewards 
-and-Puniſhments, whether i in this Life or the next, are of 


: courſe: vain and abſurd. 


By theſe Ways, they labour for ſore Years to deſtroy 
pms Truth of Chriſtianity, and to perſwade Mankind that 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles were Cheats and Impoſtors, and that 

no Credit was to be given to the -Goſpel-Revelation. But 


ſo cloſely have they been purſued by ſeveral Pens thro' 


every Branch of that ſhocking Scheme, which indeed was. too 


groſs to be ſwallowed, that they ſeem now to be afpamed 


of it; at leaſt, they have ſilently dropt it, and all on a ſud- 


den have taken the Name of Chriſtian Deifts, and are very chriſtis- 
angry, that others who are not of their Number, ſhould en- nity aold, 


-groſs the Name of Chriſtians and ſhut them out. But in 05 


ty in another Shape, and under Colours ſomewhat more 
plauſible. For when they explain themſelyes, their Chriſti- 


5 amity amounts to» no more khan this, That there are many Ibid. 7 
moral Frecepts diſperſed here and there in the Books of 1 
New Teſtament, vhich are Part of the Law of Nature, and 


which may be attended to as far as they are a Republicatiun 
of that Law ;- but whatever other Points are contained in 
»thoſe Books which natural Reaſon could not have diſcovered, 
and which ſtand only upon the Foot of a New: Revelation 
from God (and theſe are no leſs, than the whole Work of 
our Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, 9 they are all to be rejected 


Parts 


r 2 . A" 


Py * FRO > 665 
. 44 err Fc pad fa 82 
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368, 71 


; Struth, all this is only a Stratagem to draw unwary People 
| into The Snare, and toi carry on the ſame Cauſe of Infideli- 


|  Chriſtia- 


3 


09 


Parts of een is thexefare, alle: by: a late Writer, a 
wy e ee, the Rubbiſh. orb 140M to 2100.) Frm 


The fame Perſon (I mean the Author f Cbri ifianity' Ms 


old as the Creation,) has alſo. exerted himſelf with great Di- 
| ligence, to make the Writings of the Old and New: Teſta- 
ment not only of no Authority, but; as far as he can, fook- 
iſh and ridiculous; by picking Paſſages out of both, on pur- 
poſe to repreſent them under odious Colours: While berat- 


tempts not to anſwer nor ſo much as conſider the Defences 
of thoſe Paſſages that have been made from Time to Time, 
by Commentators and other learned Men. And Who ſees 


not, that in this Way of proceeding, Objections may be 
repeated for ever, and the moſt ſerious and Haered Things At 
any Time turned into Jeſt and Ridicul e? 


And to remove out of the Minds of the People all Sufpi- | 


| cion that the Writings of the Old and New Teſtament are a 


Revelation from God; a new Notion has been advancd by 


the ſame Writer, That God being lnmutalle, it is impoſ- 
ſible for him to "add to the Law of Nature any New Re- 
velation; however adapted to the State and Condition of 


il pag 


234. 277. 


279, 280, 
281, 295, 

296, 305, 
309, oo 


, w# > 1. 


mutable Creatures ? And to make this an anifurm Scheme, 


he further maintains the Ability of the meaneft Underſtand- 


ing to judge of its Duty by the meer Light of Nature, 


without the Help of Revelation from God, or Inſtruction 
from Man. And ſo far are the Patrons of this new. Scheme 
from blaming the moſt ignorant, as igfincere in their Searches 


a alter Truth, for reſting wholly upon their own Underſtand- 


ing, and not adviſing with thoſe whom they know to be 
wiſer than themſelves, and of whoſe Integrity they have 
no Reaſon to doubt; that the having Recourſe to the Judg- 


ment or Reaſoning of others, is repreſented by them as the 


_ grand Inlet to Superſtition, and what is to be avoided above 


all Things as a Snare to their Innocence. A Way of think- 


ing, ſo inconſiſtent with the Difference God has made in the 
. Capacities and Conditions of Men in this World, and fo 


oppoſite | 


m1 


ppoſite to the general Senſe of Mankind in all Ages, Which 
lhas ever dnected the narant to ſeek: to: the Mise for Know-. 
edge and Inſtruttion 3 that nothing conld;haye.led Men ih- 
60 fach a ſlagrant Abſurdity, hut a Very ſtrong Zeal toche the 
5 - Minifters of Religion aboliſh'd; as an Order) of Men gſelæſs 

T2 and UNECE ary. For, to n their Scheme they 
Want! not any ſettled ! Hen er Service, or Teagbing; 
eder they therefore reckon Bs ape Ann uniform, 

_ becauſe it has them t; ſuppoſi 55 led ; OE - 8 2 
who have the /oweſt- e ficiently know 
their Duty without 7. eaching,: but 5 that they ho 
are. moſt; deeply engaged in the Buſmeſs or dhe Diverſions fig 0 
of che: World, will of themſelyes ſufficiently. attend. to it, 
-without ſuch regular peel uns wy anne and Exbor The 

Tions to the Practice of it. 0 
„The clear and undoubted "Far Warne of the Trathe off Paſtoral 
the Chriſtian: Revelation, „The Infyfficiency of Natural 888 

Reaf6d/to'be a Guide in Religion; ¶Hhe Need there; was of 

ED a Revelation from God to Inſtruct and Reform, the World, 

* The great Advantage of ſuch a Revelation, for aſcertain- 

4 __-#ng and enforcing the Duties of Religion, The Divine In- 
ſpiration and Authority, of the Books of, the New. Tefta- 

ment, which contain the Gol! pel- Revelation as deliver dt | 

Mankind by, Chriſt, and his „ to bea complete 
Rule of Faith and Manners; The Neceſlity, of Miniſters, . 

and publick Adlemblies, and a regular Performance of divine 

Offices, to preſerve a Senſe of God and Religion in the 
World; The great Wiſdom and Efficacy of the Chriſtian 
Inſtitution, for recoyering our Natures out of their corrupt 
State, and reſtoring us to the Favour of God, and fitting our 

Souls for the ſpiritual Happineſs of the next Life; and, 

| finally, The Damnation denounc'd againſt all, who per- 
verſly rejent the. Goſpel-Revelation; Theſe are Points, 
Which I have already had Occaſion to explam and en- 
-large upon, in bara Paſtoral Letters to the Fog os 67-4 
N 8 iocele. 


— 


s 


Disdceſe. And a8 t Theft new Notion of the Impoſbilia 
of Gods adding g ah Revelation»whabſoover- to the Law of 


Natefé, and: their Repreſtitaricnelof ar Paſſages in 
*the- ON and New Teſtament as bſüfd m-theinſelves, -or 
unworthy of God theſe tive Points are under the Gon- 


ey ee 
* 4. . 


"iEratigit of” two 'Very-able"Hands. r enden bo 
Beßdes cheſe, the learned Ptęlate „0 ee the 
elner ef the Reality 6f Gur Saviour's Miracles) againſt 
"the Allegoried! Scheme, nd! has publiftyd- the Firſt Patt 
With 1 Ade Süeceſs and füch a general Abceptahoe, is 


„Now, in e pr eparing the'Tetond Part: for the Pfeſs: Tho! in truth, 


in his laſt Piece; ems to me 


to have fairly cxensd Him fön going further, by! 4 

in efedt, the fly | Point tint cas in Diſpute- This 
To'ocint was, © Whether the Miracles — by the Evange- 
1 | Uits 48 rought” by our Saviour, are to be underſtocd as li- 


che Prefs. the Author of that Scheme 


TOR terally true, arid in Fact wiought by Him, or not? We, on 


ne Rand hive alertkd che Virerd? Truth of thoſe Miimeles, 
5 As only becauſe the contfary Opinion istoratly groundteſsnd 
'-abſurd, Wu becauſe the Truth of Chriſtianity depends chiefly 
upon the Teſtimony thoſe! Miracles give to the divine Au- 

hority of it's Founder, Which would be no Teſtimonies at 
All, if they were Hor" el. And a long” 'as the Reality of 
The Facts wWäs ſecur d; We fave had ne Conterri about fur- 
ther Allegories, or My ſteties, or Applications of any Kind, 
which 'a fanciful Ima letzen, whether ancient or modern, 
might find in thoſe Facts or forte out of them. He, on 
the other hand, had directly 255 0 the Reality of thoſe 


Miracles, and ex preſsly aſſerted them to be merely All g- 


rn; and had exerted Himſelf, with great Teal, to load the 
literal Meaning with the groffeſt blardities. But this 
Style is now abated, and Alle wance ven to a . Supp 
at leaſt that after all they may” be real; While he umder- 
Page 14. takes to ſhew (for ſo his own Words are) That zvhether there 


» any _ Truth, and Fact, "or not, in the Letter 75 4 
= fas 


— — — - — a — ————— — Fs 5 weep — Ys . — — * =_ _ 
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„ 
ſus's Miracles, yet they are Typical Things, and ought to be 
_ allegorically interpreted, and will receive a myſterious and 
more Wonderful Accompliſhment, after the Manner, and to 
be [ame Purpoſe, that the Fathers and He do apply them; 

being no other (whether actually wrought, or not than Fi- 
gures, Signs, and Emblems of his future and myſterious Ope- 
rations. After this, he tells us, upon the Authority of the 

Fathers (I continue to uſe his own Words) © That there is 
Foundation enough to build allegorical Interpretations on, 
and particularly to prove the literal Stories of Chriſts Mi- 


racles to be Emblems of future and myſterious meg ent; page 27. 
hb 


and he undertakes abſolutely to demonſtrate, hat the Mi- 
racles of Feſus will certainly receive ſuch a myſterious Ac- 
compliſyment as the Fathers and He have beforehand inter- 
preted them in; and tells us, That the Thing he nauſeates 
and abominates, is the Confinement of Mens Thoughts to the 
- literal Szories of Feſus's Miracles. 5 
Tis true, he reſeryes to himſelf a Right of reſuming, 
if he pleaſes, the Argument againſt the literal Truth 
of Chriſt's Miracles; but ſurely he will not think him- 
ſelf at Liberty to reſume that Argument, after he has 
made theſe Miracles to be Sigus, Types and Figures; unleſs 
he firſt tell ns, how a Thing which has no real Being at pre- 
ſent, can be the Sign, Type, or Figure of a Thing to 
come. 'The Paſchal Lamb was a Type of our Saviour, and 
the earthly Tabernacle was a Figure of the heavenly, and 
the Prophet Jonah was a Sign of the Son of Man; but all 
theſe Appellations would be abſurd, if the Lamb, the Ta- 
bernacle, and the Prophet, had not themſelves been Things 
true and real. And as long as our Sayiour's Miracles are al- 
lowed to be real Fadts, as ſuch they are proper Teſtimonies of 
a Divine Authority; and therefore he may go on, and indulge 
his Imagination, as much as he pleaſes, in annexing allegorical 
Interpretations to thoſe Facts, and finding Myſteries couch'd 
under them, as deep and as numerous as his Fancy can OS 


I, ES 3 ; 

Thus ſtands the Cauſe of Infidelity, with regard to the late 
open and avowed Attacks it has made in ſeveral Shapes, upon 
the Truth and Authority of the Chriſtian Revelation. But 
while they have been thus openly attacking Chriſtianity, ttey 
have been no leſs diligent, 
2. In endeavouring ſecretly to undermine it, by deſtroy. 
ing or weakening the inſtituted and ordinary Means, whe- 
ther Sacred or Civil, of preſerving and promoting it. 
To this End, they have taken great Pains to poſſeſs the 
People with an Opinion, © That all National E/#ab/;/ments 
of Religion, and Appointments of divine Offices, with a fixt 
Maintenance for the Miniſtcrs officiating, are Uſurpations 
upon the natural Rights and Liberties of Mankind, and uſe- 
leſs Burthens laid upon the People; who, they ſay, neither 


| See before need to be inſtructed in their Duty, nor aſſiſted in their De- 
P'S 10. votion, nor have Occaſion to be put in Mind either of the 


one or the other. The Ordinances of Religion are repre- 
ſented by them, as differing little from the common Ac- 
tions of Life in the ſame Kinds; ſuch as our ordinary 2va/þ- 
ing, eating and drinking, which every Man does daily, and 
all Men may equally perform; and theſe, conſidered as Goſ- 
, pel-Inftitutions, are to be laid aſide of Courſe, as Auditions 
—_ to the Law of Nature. The Clergy are repreſented as 
&c, pag. Corrupters of Religion, and Deluders of the People, and 


47-54 dangerous to Government; a Body of Men, whoſe Buſineſs 


153, 254 it is to ſow Sedition in the World, and Diſcord among Neigh- 


287. 255, bours.— The Univerſities are declared to be Places utterly 


314 unfit for the Inſtruction of Gentlemen, as poſſeſſing their 
Ibid. pag. Minds with uſeleſs Notions, and giving them a wrong Turn 


= 5 2 of Thought from the Beginning. — And the Charity-Schools 


are an Inſtitution, which theſe Men have long look'd upon 
with an evil Eye, and always inveighed againſt, under Co- 
lour of being greatly injurious to the Trade and Byfne/s of 
the Nation. JJ TN ov | 

1 Theſe 


Es, } 

Theſe are ſome of the Arts and Strategems they uſe, to 
undermine Religion; and it muſt be confeſſed they are well 
choſen, They know, how faſt Infidelity, Profaneneſs, and 
a general Contempt of Religion, grew and proſpered in the 

_ unhappy Times of Confuſion, when Enthuſiaſm and Inde- 
pendence prevailed againſt the National Eftabliſhment ; and 
it is eaſy to foreſee, how ſoon the very Face of Religion 
would be loſt among us, if the People had not divine Of- 
tices regularly performed to them, within particular Difirifs, 
and by particular Miniſters. Which ſhows the Wiſdom of the 


Chriſtian Inftitution, in appointing a Miniſtry; and the _ 


Wiſdom of a Chriſtian Nation, in ſapporting it, as a neceflary 
Means, in this corrupt State, to preſerve a Senſe of Religi- 
on upon the Minds of Men.-—-They know, how ſoon Men 
_ would forget the Relation they bear to Chriſt and his Church, 
and the Benefits to be derived from that Relation, if the Rite 
of our Admiſſion into Covenant with him were laid aſide, and 
there were no Remembrance of his dying for our Sins. Which 
ſhows the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, in giving a care- 
leſs World thoſe. conftant Memorials of the Means of their 
Redemption from Sin and Miſery.Ü They know, the Paro- 
_ chial Clergy are the great Bulwark of Religion, to guard 


the People againſt the Infection of ill Principles and ill 


Lives; and that, if this Bulwark were once demoliſhed, Pro- 
faneneſs, and Infidelity, would have their free Courſe, and 
nothing be left 40 ſtand in their Way. Nor need we any 

greater Teſtimony of the Importance of the Parochial Clergy 

for preſerving a Spirit of Religion in the Nation, than the 
Earneſtneſs expreſſed by Infidels to ſee the Order aboliſhed, 
and the Diligence they uſe, in the mean time, to weaken 
their Hands and defeat their Endeayours ; condeſcending to 
the loweſt, and the moſt unjuſt and malicious Methods, to ren- 
der them odious to the Nation, and to deprive them of the 
Love and Eſteem of their People. They know the Force of 
thoſe early Impreſſions which are made upon the Minds of 
| Ts | young 


— HW ore 2 ates vtt Sets — Ae en, 
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T is 


young Gentlemen in our Univerſities, by a daily n 
upon the publick Worſhip of God, and the Inſtructions they 


there receive in the Grounds and Principles of Religion; and al- 


ſo how much more eaſily the Seeds of Infidelity are ſown in 
Minds, which are expos'd from the Beginning to the Allure- 
ments of a wicked World, without any ſuch Impreſſions to 
check and reſtrain them. They know, how natural it is 
for Youth, without Education, to fall of themſelwves into the 
 Diflike of a Religion that puts ſuch Reſtraints upon their 
| Luſfts; which would ſave our Infidels the Trouble of cor- 
rupting them ; and therefore they look with Grief and In- 
dignation upon our Schools of Charity, where the poorer 
Sort are trained up to a Knowledge of Duty, a Regularity 
of Life and Manners, and a deyout Attendance on the . | 
lick Worſhip of God. | 

Thus wiſe in their eie are e the Infidels of our 
Ti imes, in the Choice of Means for promoting their wicked 
Ends; and thus determined are they to leave no Stone 
unturned, no Way uneſſayed, to root out Chriſtianity, by 
deſtroying all the Methods ok e it, ether Divine | 


or Human. 


1L L am now to proceed to che other nia. Point which | 
I propoſed to conſider; namely, The moſt proper and ef. 0 
fectual Methods, for preventing the Growth of Infidelity: 
And their uncommon Diligence in the * ork, mara : 
ſuggeſts to wy in die firſt as 


1. That we be at Jeaft. as Diligent in maintaining the 
Cauſe of Chriſtianity, as they are im promoting the Cauſe of 
Infidelity. We are appointed by Chriſt to take Care of his 
Flock; and if we fleep and fit ſtill, when we know the 
Wolf is at hand, waiting only an Opportunity to deſtroy 
them, great will be our Guilt, and heavy our Doom, when 
we appear in Judgment before him. The Office of Ordina- 

| | „„ tion 


Oo Con as 

tion puts us in mind, that we are Watchmen and Stewards 
of the Lord; and to him we muſt give an Account, how 

diligent we have been in watching over his Flock, and how | 
faithful in diſpenſing to them their ſpiritual Nouriſhment, 
the fincere Milk of the Word, as St. Peter calls it. (1 Pet. 
ii. 2.) For which Ends, the ſame Offe gives it in Charge 
to every one who is admitted to the Order of Prieſt, Tha# 

he never ceaſe his Labour, his Care, and Diligence, until 


he hath done all that lieth in him, to bring all ſuch as are 


committed to his Charge, unto that Agreement in the Faith 
and Knowledge of God, and to that Ripeneſs and Perfefneſs 
of Age in Chrift, that there be no Place left among them, 
either for Error in Religion, or for Viciouſneſs in Life And 
it is alſo ſolemnly charg'd upon him, That Fit bail happen, 
that any Member of the Church of Chriſt take any Hurt or 
 Hindrance by reaſon of his Negligence, he knows the Greatneſs 
of the Fault, and alſo the horrible Puniſhment that will enſue. 
The Children of this World are uſually more active in their 
Work, and more ii in their Generation, than the Chil- 
dren of Light; but let it never be ſaid of any of Us, to whom 
Chriſt has ſpecially committed the Care of his Flock, that 
the Zeal and Diligence of Infidels for the Ogſtruction of 
Souls, is greater than ours for the Salvation of them. 
2. That our Paſtoral Labours, under the Bleſſing of God, 
may be ſucceſsful; we muſt take care above all Things to 
maintain our Character, by a Life ftritly regular, and a 
Corrver/ation in all Reſpefts unblameable and inofenſfve. We 
muſt always remember that we are the Miniſters of the Hoy 
Feſus, ſeparated from the World, and ſet apart for the Per- 
formance of divine Offices; and it muſt. be our conſtant _ 
Care, to do nothing unworthy of that Sacred Relation, in 
Compliance with the Ways of the World; but, on the con- 
trary, to be daily Examples to our People, of Sobriety, 
Meekneſs, Devotion and Charity, and of all other Chriſtian. 
| Graces and Virtues, and to excel others in Holineſs of Zzfe, 
as much as we do in Holineſs 57 Profeſſion. This will 
e | „ 
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1 
the moſt effectual Confutation of the Slanders and Reproaches 
which the Infidels at this Time are labouring to fix upon our 


Order; and will not fail to ſecure to us the Love of our Peo- 


ple, in ſpight of all their Endeavours to deprive us of it; and, 
which is the great Concern of all, it will give our Inſtructions 


and Admonitions fuch a Force, as will bear down all the Ef- 
forts that the Enemies of Chriſtianity can make. But WãQt b. 


out ſuch a Life, the People will be tempted to doubt, whe- 
ther their Miniſters believe Chriſtianity themſelves; and, un- 
der that Doubt, they are always prepar'd to receive the Im- 
preſſions of the Adverſary; and where that happens to be the 
Caſe, the Infidels find the Work half done to their Hands. 
Let me therefore intreat you, for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt, 


and the Love you bear to his Goſpel, and the Concern you 
have for our common Faith, to be exceeding careful and cir- 


cumſpect in all your Behaviour; abſtaining, not only from 
Evil, but from all Appearance of Evil; as becomes thoſe 
who are bound by their Office to make the Goſpel of Chriſt 
lovely and amiable in the Eyes of Men. This is moſt ef- 
fectually done, by ſhewing in your own daily Converſation, 
to what Degrees of Purity and Perfection it will advance 
human Nature, when the Precepts of it are grafted into the 


Heart and Life. Endeavours of other Kinds to promote and 


maintain the Honour of Religion, may be weaken'd or diſ- 
appointed by the Perverſeneſs and Oppoſition of the Y/orld; 
but this is wholly in your ozw# Power. And as you muſt 


expel? to be ill treated and perſecuted by Infidels and other | 
wicked Men for the Sake of your Order; fo, by living as 


becomes your Order, you provide for your ſelves a ſure Re- 
fuge and Protection, in the Love, Eſteem and Reverence of 


all good Men. 


3. Be diligent, in Cutechiſng the Youth of your Parih, 


and in further opening to them the true Grounds and Prin- 
cCiples of the Chriſtian Faith, as their Age will bear it. 


not early check'd by a Knowledge and Senſe of Duty, 


and 
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and by the Apprehenſion of a future Judgment to be 
paſſed upon Men according to the Rules of the Goſpel; they 
will be always ready to liften to any Schemes that ſhall 
_ Zate thoſe Reſtmints from LZuſt, Uncleanneſs, and Ex- 
ceßß, which the Goſpel lays them under. But when good 
Impreſſions are made upon their Minds at firſt, they are not 
ceeaſily taken off; but are a conſtant Guard to their Inno- 
cence and Virtue, and prepare them to hear Religious Dif- 
courſes, and read good Books with Delight and Profit, as 
long as they live. And this -accounts for all thoſe bitter 
Invectives, which have come chiefly from the Infidel-Quar- 
ter, againſt our Schools Charity; where poor Children are 
taught the Principles of Chriſtianity, and train d up to a 
reverent Regard to 5 ſacred, and accuſtom'd to a con- 
ſtant Attendance on the publick Worſhip of God, and a devout 
and regular Behaviour in it. Theſe Schools, indeed, ſeem to 
be rais d by Providence, to be a Balance to the Profaneneſs 
and Infidelity of this Age, and a Proviſion for a Spirit of Reli- 
gion and Piety in the next Generation; and therefore We, 
_ who have the chief Care of preſerving and conveying Religion 
to Pofterity, muſt of courſe make it our Endeavour to keep 
up Charity-Schools where they are, and, as far as we can, 
to procure an Eftabliſhment of them where they are not. 
And we cannot better employ either our Charity or our 
Teal, than in contributing, wag beer var others to contri- 
bute, towards the ſending poor Children to be inſtructed in 
other Schools, where regular Schools of Charity cannot con- 
% 
Asd det all Parents, whether Rich or Poot, be frequent. 
ly ward; how) greatly Youth is exposd to the Ways of 
| Error and Wickedneſs in theſe dangerous Days, that they 
may be duly ſenfible of the Neceſſity of a ſtrict Watchful- 
 _ neſs ever cheir Behaviour; and this, not only while they 
remain under their own immediate Care, but aſſo after they 
are come into the World; where they are yet more ex bos 
to Temptation, and in greater Danger of falling my OP 
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Hands of Infidels. Particularly, warn them to take care, 
that their Children be kept to a conſtant and regular At- 
tendance upon the publick Worſhip: of God, and the Holy 
Ordinances of Religion; the Neg/ef#' or rather Hatred of 
which, is one of the firſt Leſſons that Infidels inſtill into 
the Minds of Youth; and if they ſucceed in this, they rare- 
ly fail to carry them by Degrees to all the Lengths of Infi- 
delity, both in Principle and Practiſeeee. 


* 


4. Preach frequently to your People upon the great Prin- 
ciples and Doctrines of: the Chriſtian Faith; as well to ex 
plain hem, as to enforce the Duties which naturally reſult 
from them. The Leſſons they receive in their Youth, are 
only Preparations for further Inſtruction, when their Under- 
ſtandings come to be more ripe, and they are capable of be- 
ing led into the hole Scheme of Chriſtianity and the ſeveral 
Branches: of it, and of ſeeing the Tendency and Efficacy 
of each, towards our Spiritual Improvement here, and the 
fitting us for a Life of Happineſs with Chriſt hereafter. 
Theſe are Points, which muſt be, frequently: explain'd and 
enfore'd; and tho” the ſeveral Duties of Morality are alſo to 
be often inculcated and dwelt upon as an effential Part of 
the Chriſtian Religion, and the People are to be put in 
mind, That they muſt be carefully obſervd and attended 
to in every Part of Life, as being Duties of Neceſſary and 
Unchangeable Obligation, without the careful and dil igent 
Practice of which Chriſt will profit them nothing; and fur- 
ther, That their Strictneſs in attending the Poſtive Duties 
of Religion will by no means atone for the Neglect or 
Tranſgreſſion of Moral Duties; Yet if Leſſons of mere 
Morality be the only Things that are heard from the Pul- 
pit, the People muſt of courſe think, that they are the 
M hole of Religion; which is the Point that the Enemies of 
Chriſtianity are now labouring, in order to explode the 
great Work of our Redemption by Chriſt, and his Media- 


— 


, letting apart ſome certain Seaſons | 


Bal ( 17 ) 85 
Upon this Head, give me Leave to remind you, of what I 


deliver'd i in my Primary Viſitat ion, concerning an Evil which 
I then obſerv d to be growing, eſpecially among ybung Preach- 


ers; I mean; the confining their Diſcourſes in great meaſure 


to moral Subjects, and too much neglecting the Doctrines 
and Duties of Chriſtianity, as ſuch. An Extreme, into 
which our Divines, as I then oblerv'd, wete firſt led by the 


Preachers in the Ill Times, who had ravght the People, that 
Faith in Chriſt was. All, and moral Performances next to 
Nothing; but it is a Rule, very unfit to be follow'd, at a 


Time when the profefs d Enemies of Ohriſtianity are la- 
bouring to make it an«eftabliſh'd Doctrine, that mere Mo- 
ry is the #hale' of Religion, and Faith in Chrift hothing 


at all. The Thing therefore that I then recommended to 
Preachers, was, „To avoid both the Extremes, by ordering 


the Choice of their Subjects in ſuchꝭ a Manner, that Farth 


« and Pram ice may each of them have their proper Share, 


« and their Hearers be duly: inſtructed upon both. Only, 
« with theſe Cautions in relation to Moral Subjects, That, | 
“upon all ſuch Occaſions, Juſtice be done at the ſame time 
« to Chriſtianity, by taking ſpecial Notice of the Inprove- 
« ments it has made in each Branch of the Moral Scheme, 


. and warning their Hearers not to reſt in the Righteoul® 


« neſs of a moral Heathen, but to aſpire to Chriſtian Per- 
« fection; and, in the next Place, That all Moral Diſcour- 


4 ſes be enriched by Examples and IIluſtrations from 
« Scripture; which, beſides it's being more familiar to the 


People than any other Writings, has in it ſuch a noble 


„ Plainneſs and Simplicity, as far ſurpaſſes all the Beauties 
and Elegancies that are ſo much admir'd in Heathen Au- 


« thors.” To which I then added a Third Obſervation, with 


regard to the Doctrines and Duties peeuliarly belonging to 


the Chriſtian Scheme, or the New Covenant, „ That the 
« true Way go ſecure to theſe their p Share, is the 
the Fear for Cate- 
=. <« chetrcal 


i 55 


« chetica} Diſcourſes, e in the Way of Expounding, 


or Preaching; which being carry'd on regularly, 'tho? at 


different Times, according to the Order and Method of 
« the Church-Catechiſm, will lead the Miniſters, as by a 
« Thread, to the great and fundamental Doctrines of the 
« Chriſtian Faith; and not only to explain them to the 


People, but to lay out the particular Duties which more 
immediately flow from each Head, together with the Mo- 


tives to the Performance of them : ; eſpecially ſuch, as 


ec the Goſpel ſuggeſts. That ſo, Principle and Practice may 


« go Hand in Hand, as they do throughout the whole Chri- 


4 ſtian Scheme, and as they certainly ought to do through- 
“ out the Preaching of every Chriſtian Miniſter.” 


5. Endeavour to inform yourſelves of the true State of the 


ſeveral Points in Controverſy between Chriſtians and Ini- 
dels at this Time. There is no Cauſe ſo clear, which a per- 


verſe Mind, with a moderate Share of Knowledge, may not 
be able to darken and perplex; eſpecially, in arguing with 
thoſe who are unacquainted with it. And the picking up 
little Difficulties and Objections againſt the Receiv'd Doc- 
trines, feeds the Vanity of young Men; who hope, by go- 
ing out of the common Road, to be look'd upon as Perſons 
of more than ordinary Penetration, and are not a little pleas'd 
and exalted, if at any Time they meet with Clergy men 
who are unable to manage the Diſpute againſt them. In 
this Caſe, not to be prepar'd to niaintain the Cauſe of Re- 
ligion, is to betray it; and if every private Chriſtian is 
bound to be always ready to give a Reaſon of the Hope that 
is in him, much more are the Clergy bound to do it, who 


are the Guardians of Religion, and, as ſuch, obliged to 


watch every Motion of the Enemy ; to under ſtand all their 
Ways and Arts of attacking it, and to obſerve what are 
the Suggeſtions which are apt to make the greateſt Im- 
preſſion upon the Minds of the People. In a particular 
Manner, it is ..,. to attend to the Objections they 

raiſe | 


cy 


raiſe againſt any Paſſages in the Old and New Teſta- 


ment, as inconſiſtent, or improbable, or not agreeable to 
the Wiſdom, Juſtice, or Goodneſs of God, For thoſe Books 
being the great Foundation upon which Religion is built, 
their Work is done without further Trouble, if they can 


perſwade our People that the Scriptures are not of divine 


Authority, and much more if they can perſwade them, that 
ſome Things in the Scriptures are not only not true, but wick- 


ed and abſurd; which is a Point they are now labouring, Chriftiani- 
with great Zeal. And therefore it behoves the Clergy, duly g 2. 8 
to appriſe themſelves of the Objections they raiſe againſt z 250, &C. 


y Paſſages in the Old or New Teſtament. Theſe Ob- 


122 ions in the main, are the ſame that the Scepticks and 


fidels of other Ages have rais'd, and which have been 
reply d-to, over and over, by many learned Writers in their 
Defences of the Chriſtian Religion; from whom the proper 
Anſwers may be eaſily learnt. But the moſt efefual Provi- 
on againſt all Attacks of that kind, will be your own dili- 
gent ſtudying of the Holy Scriptures, and carefully obſer- 
ving the Connexion there is between the ſeyeral Parts of 
them; which is the ſureſt Guide to the true Knowledge and 
| Underſtanding of the whole, and the beſt Means to enable 


you to vindicate the Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Goodneſs of 


God, in his Diſpenſations to Mankind, as ſet forth in 
_ thoſe ſacred Writings, That we will be diligent in reading 


of the Holy Scriptures, and in ſuch Studies as help to the 
Know edge of the ſame, is a Promiſe that every Prieft ſo-— 


lemnly makes at his Ordination; and the Cauſe of Chriſti- 
anity calls upon me particularly at this Time, to preſs the 
faithful and conſcientious Performance of that Promiſe. 


6. 70e Spirit of Infidelity, with the Progreſs it makes, and 
the Methods in which it works, ought to be particularly 
_ evatched in Cities and Market-Towns. For theſe have the 


greateſt Communication with the Capital of the Kingdom, 


where the Miſchief i is hatched, and from whence it is con- 


veyed 


| © as). | 
1 * veyed into all Parts, by Perſons whoſe Stations oblige tem 
to Attendances in theſe two great Cities, and by others 
Whoſe Profeſſions or Buſineſs: frequently bring them hither. 
Too many of both Sorts learn Leſſons of Infidelity here, and 
at their Returh propagate them in their ſeveral Countries, 
by venting and diſperſing pernicious Notions and Books; 
* eſpecially in Cities and Market- Towns, where their Calling 
= and Profeſſion fixes them, or whither their Buſineſs or Diver- 
F ſion frequently carries them. Nor is it only the Concern of 
A the Miniſters of tho/e Places, to guard againſt the Infection, 
5 but the Concern alſo of the Miniſters of the geighhouring 


11 | Pariſhes ; into which it will quickly ſpread, if it once get 

} = Footing in the Place of publick Refort ; which is a kind of 

| Capital to the Neighbourhood around it, and the Source of 
Good or Evil to hem, as theſe two great Cities are to the 
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| 38 7. Where you find Perſons of Character and Influence, who 

| 8 5 5 are we'l diſpoſed to Religion; endeavour to raiſe in them 

„ | 2 Zeal for it, and a juſt Abhorrence of the prefent Attempts 
' | againſt it. Theſe Attempts are not now carried on, as at firſt, 


under Colour of inveighing againſt Pop Superſtitions, and the 

exorbitant Powers exercifed by Ramiſb Prieſts; but the At- 
tack is open and unguar deu, and avowedly aims at the remov- 

ing from among us the very Face of Chriſtianity, by aboliſhing 

the Chriſtian Miniſtry and Chriſtian Ordinances of all Kinds, 
_ and perſwading the People that the Goſpel- Revelation, fo 

far as it carries us beyond mere Morality, is only a Heap of 

Saperſtition. When Perſons who are Chriſtians in car- 
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1 5 0 neſt, and who have a juſt Value and Concern for their Re- 
i | ligion, are duly appriſed of theſe oper and eager Attempts 
4 : _ againſt it; they will be eaſily excited to appear as openly, and 


With as much Zeal and Reſolution, in Defence of it, and to 
furniſh themſelves with a competent Knowledge of the Points 
in queſtion, that they may be able, as Occaſion requires and 
pportunities offer, to ſilence the Gainſayers, and confirm the 
ADE =o | Wavering, 
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Wavering, and recover thoſe who have been unhappily per- 
verted. Sach Perſons may be a great Aſſiſtance td you, in 


maintaining the Cauſe of Religion, both by their Examples, 
and Inſtructions; and as we have good Ground to truft in 


God, that he will finally ſupport the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, 


and defeat the Enemy in their Deſigns againft it, ſo is it 


our Duty to cooperate with him, and not to negle& any A 


firance that can be fairly had, at a Time, when we fee ſuch 
an open and deſperate Attack made upon it. | 


8. Let us not be affrighted of diſcouraged by the Boaſts of 


the Enemy, upon their Progreſs in the Work of Infidelity, and 
| the Number of Proſely tes they gain. There is no Doubt, 
but all Free-Livers will be ready to liſt themſelves among 
Free-Thinkers, and that as many as reſolve, not to come- 
up to the Terms and Conditions of the Goſpel-Revelation, 


but yet are willing to avoid the Reproach of being without 
All Religion, will be glad, ſcemingly at leaſt, to embrace any 
Scheme that carries a Face of it, and at the ſame Time ſets 
them free from the Reſtraints of Chriſtianity. And to gain 
all ſuch, our preſent Adverſaries bid as fair, as they can de- 
fire; No Confinement of ſenſual Delights within the Bounds 


of lawful Wedlock; No Minifters, to interrupt them with _ 
_ Exhortations or Admonitions; * No Chriftian Aſſemblies, to 


diſturb them with the Thoughts of God or a future State; 


No Ordinances, to call them to a Reckoning with God, or 
Repentance for Sins paſt, or Reſolutions of Amendment for 
the Time to come. Where the Terms of Communion are 


ſo. indulgent to the Frailties and Corruptions of Nature, we 
are not to wonder, if the Society ſhould be 7umerons ; and 


ſuch Proſelytes as theſe we envy them not, tho” they 


ſhould be ever ſo numerous. But let them not boaſt, that 


they have gained thoſe from us, who were never of us; that 
They ate Proſelytes to them, who never aſſembled with vs. 


If they will boaſt of Proſelytes, it muſt be of ſuch, who 


 beretofore have been coriſtant in attending the publick Wor- 


Wn ſhip 
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ſhip of God, and have join'd in the Ordinances of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion; but ow have deſerted both, as believing 
them to be the Inventians of Men, and not the Commands of 
God. . Such Inſtances, I believe, are rarely to be found; but 
where they are found, it muſt be own'd they are ſo far pro- 
per Teſtimonies of the Progreſs of Infidelity ; there being 4 
no Way to know whether Men are truly Chriſtians or not ; 
(ſuppoſing them not to be openly immoral and profane) but 
by habitually joining or not joining in Chriſtian Worſhip. 
They who have always abſented from it, never were Chri- 
ſtians more than in Name; and they who have frequented, 
and afterwards deſerted it, do in Reality ceaſe to be Chri- 
ſtians. A Doctrine, very fit to be frequently inculcated up- 
on your People, to induce them, by a devout and habitual 
Attendance upon the publick Worſhip of God, not only to 
reap the ſpiritual Advantages accruing from it, but to entitle 
themſelves to the Character of real and fncere Chriſtians. 

But notwithſtanding all the Endeavours of the Enemy to 
prejudice the People againſt the Goſpel and its Minifters ; 
we ſee many clear and comfortable Teſtimonies of a true 
Spirit of Chriſtianity in the Nation: Our Churches well 
filled, our Sacraments well attended, and our Charity- 
Schools well ſupported: Subſcriptions towards the Augmen- 
tation of poor Livings, Contributions to the Maintenance of 

the Widows and Orphans of the Clergy, and the Liberality 
of well diſpoſed Chriſtians towards the Propagation of the 
Goſpel in Foreign Parts, all of them very numerous, and each 
ſapporting thoſe ſeveral p10us Deſigns, with great Succeſs. 
But tho' there ſhould be a larger Defection than we yet 
find, of thoſe who were, or are, of us; we muſt not be ſur- 
riſed at: it, conſidering the large /[nduJgences the Infidels of- 
fer to the Frailties and Corruptions of human Nature ; who 
would have little Reaſon to boaſt of the Number of Pro- 
ſelytes among our unthinking Youth, if they would adopt 
Heb. 13.4. into their Infidel Creed that one Rule of the Apoſtle, 
v2 5 1 : | „ Marriage 
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. 
Marriage is honourable in all, and a Bed undefled; but 
 Whoremongers and Adulterers God will judge. Inſtead of 


which, a late Writer to whom I referred before, has given Chriſtiani. 
ty asold, 


his Diſciples a Rule, which cannot fail to content the greateſt 
Libertine : That warm Deſire (ſays he) which is implanted 
in human Nature, cannot be criminal, when purſued after ſuch 


&c. p. 345» 


a Manner, as tends moſt to promote the Happineſs of the Par- 


ties, and to propagate and preſerve the Species. By this 


Rule, as long as the Parties can 7hmmk themſelves happy in 


the Enjoyment of each other, all is right; and no longer right, 
than they can think ſo. And let the Infidels either not 
diſown this to be their Doctrine, or let them make a publick 
Declaration, That they abſolutely condemn all Converſation 
and Enjoyment of that Sort, as finful in the Eyes of God, 

except it be within the State of Wedlock. FEY 

This is a Point, in which, not only Religion, but Civil 
Government alſo, is nearly concerned. For, as the Doctrine 
That ſuch Converſation between Perſons out of the State 


of Wedlock is an innocent Enjoyment, will be very a- 


greeable to the warm Defire which that Writer endeavours 
to oblige ; ſo, if that Doctrine ſhould generally prevail among 
the Youth of the Nation, the Conſequences muſt be fatal to 


the Publick, both in the Upper and the Zowwer Stations of 


Life. In the Upper, as luſtful Deſires thus let looſe, enervate 
the nobleſt Minds, and divert them from ſuch generous Pur- 
ſuits and landable Attainments, as might make them Bleſ- 
ſings to their Country. In the Zowwer, as ſuch an Indulgence 
of luſtful Deſires, not only indiſpoſes Youth for a ſteady and 
regular Attendance upon the Buſineſs of their Calling and 

Profeſſion, but alſo drives them to ſupport their lewd Cour- 
{es by Theft and Robbery, and other violent and deſperate 


I dare not ſay; but it may well be ſuſpected that we do, 


| Methods. Whether or no we already feel the Effects of this, 


till ſome more likely Reaſon can be aſſigned, why fo great 


a Number of young Per/ons (much greater, in Proportion, 
4 | OE than 


"TY 


than in former Times) have been found of late among the 
Robbers, in the Streets and upon the High-ways. | 
But what Progreſs ſoever Infidels may be able to make in 
virtue of thoſe great Indulgences ; let 4s take care, that 
the Number of their Proſelytes be not increaſed thro any Neg- 
lect or Supineneſs on our Part; that ſo, while we grieve for the 
Apoſtaſy of others, we may be able to look back with Comfort 
upon our on hearty and zealous Endeayours to prevent it. 
And if we ſhould be ſo unhappy, as to ſee a greater Decay 


of Chriſtianity among us; let it be our further Comfort, That 


20 


tho' a Chriſtian Church i is leſs numerous, it is more pre and 


perfect, when it conſiſts only of ſuch Members, as have 


withſtood the Temptations of Infidels, and approv d them- 
ſelves ſincere and ſtedfaſt in the Day of Trial. | 

This is the Reaſon which St. Paul aſſigns, why it pleaſes 
God to permit Hereſies to ariſe in the Church, hat 
they which are approv'd, may be made manifeſt ; i. e. That 


it may appear, who are ſincere Profeſſors of the Goſpel, and 


who are not; how many of thoſe, who have the Name of 
Chriſtians, do in earneſt approve and embrace the Terms of 
the Goſpel; and how many of them are glad to lay hold on 
any Schemes that will diſcharge them from that Strictneſs 


and Purity which it requires, and from attending thoſe Or- 


dinances, which were appointed by Chriſt to cheriſh. and 
keep alive a Spirit of Holineſs: and Devotion in the Hearts 
of Men. Such a, Separation delivers Chriſtianity from the 
| Reproach brought upon it by thoſe, who wear the Name 
of Chriſtians, but live like Heathens; and (as God oft-times 
brings Good out of Evil) even the open and unguarded Op- 
poſition. to the Goſpel, which we ſee carry'd on by Infidels, 


- oy: be a Means to zncrea/e the Zeal of thoſe who are al- 


cftabliſh'd in the Chriſtian Faith, and to confrm and 
455 4 others, by leading them to a more fir; and ſerious 


quiry into the Grounds and Evidences of n 2 957 | 
Ry nn otherwiſe have made. 
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and Liberties of | Mankind. -—As to Diſciplines t Chr 


- © = 
9. Let us join heartily 5 in maintaining the Confltotionaf _— 
a National Church, as the Laws have, Eftabliſh'd: is, 
uon the Foundation of Scripture; and the Practice of the 
moſt early Ages of the Chriſtian Church, The great Pains 
| that Infidels take toundermine and deſtroy it, ſufficiently 
ſhow how great a Bulwark it is to Chriſtianity. As to our 
Worſhip they have exerted themſelves in an uncommon =. , 
manner, to prove that the Civil Power has no Right to 5 
make any Eſtabliſhment at all in Matters of Religion, i.. 
That all the Laws of Uniformity,which-have been made by 
our ſucceſſive Princes and Parliaments ſince the Time of the 
Reformation, are ſo many Uſurpations upon the Ri hts 
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think it very wrong, that the Puniſhment of Iuconti- N 
uence out of the State of Wedlock,ſhould be lodgd in the 
- Hands of Churchmen ʒ while all ſerious Chriſtians, who de- 
elare againſt ſenſual Enjoy ments of any kind beyond tlie 
Bounds of lawful Wedlock, lament that the Laws againſt 
Incontinence: are not more effectual, and the Exe. 
oution of them more eaſy. But that which 
provokes them above all things, is, the Conſtitution 
of a Parochial Miniſtry, with a competent Proviſion 
for their Maintenance, to inſtruct the Peaple in the 
Chriſtian Faith, and to perform divine Offices to 
them within cheir ſeveral Cures. · And upon this Head, 
there is one thing they ſpeak of with Tndigniation,) and 
make it matter of the greateſt wonder, That, in ſuch a 
Time of Liberty, an Act of Parliament ſhould paſs, to os 
ſuſpend the Statute of 'Mortmaie, in 8 facilitate . iz, 
the Augmentation of poor Li wings. 314. 
It is true, there are other Perſons, who . no ill 
: Will to Chriſtianity, and yet find fault with ſome things 
in our Sion 122 it 8 impaſſible to frame any 
Conſti. 


: | 
. — + 
, 7 * 
* * * * 
7 1 « 2 Fr TH” 0 - 1 : 1 1 
4 a | Ke £5 9 5 7 0 9 » 
l 7 4 "0s e ty -'» CS T 2 187 & 2 2 . . - > q 
een N * 1 4 
Ty as n Va a 1 
7 N 9 NA Þ a df W167 
14 1 & „ 8 6+ in 
„% +0 "WE, OT RE 4 1 7 
7 . 7 e 4 7 
, FM . #6 BY 
} "IS G 
7 f 


4 V A * 
reer e. r as 
1 * a . — — 2 2 - — 


(26) 


Conſtitution, that ſhall pleaſe all; 3 but nothing leſs 
will content theſe Men, than the utter Deſtruction of 
the whole Fratnè and Fabrick of the Conſtitution itſelſ. 
And tho), ſometimes, they would be thought to aim 
at no more, than the aboliſhing a ld Parochial Mini- 
fry; (leaving thoſe who are inclind to aſſemble for the 
Ends of Religion, to agree upon their Teachers, and 
to order the Service in the way they like beſt) it 
is at other times their ayow'd Principle, . That 

„the meaneſt Peaſant needs no Inſtruction or Help in 
Religion, and that all Inſtruction is to be carefully 
„ guarded againſt as an Inlet to Superſtition.” And 


an ne - they know very well, how poor a Support to Religion 


fluch uncertain Aſſemblings would prove, in compariſon 
of the regular Teaching and Worſhip which is now eſta- 
bliſh'd- in the Parochial Way; and how natural or ra- 
ther neoeſſaty a Tendency ſuch a State of things, when 
it is National, muſt have, to create Diſorder and Confu- 
ſion, and to render Religion as ridiculous as they can 
deſire. Every one knows, that the Experiment has 
been made; and what a monſtrous Degree of Profane- 
neſs, Inkpiety,” and Enthuſiaſm, even the Approaches 
to a National Indepe 0 n en, in the e wed 


5 rufen Leas. | 
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And as a — from che Eftabliſh'd Conſtitution 
in this Point, would evidently open a Way, firſt to 
Confuſion, and then to Profaneneſs and Infidelity; ſo 
it appears in fact, that every Departure from it in 


oetbes Points has more or leſs affiſted Infidels, and 
pav'd the way to their great End. The Attacks 


upon the Dactrines of our Church, in what Shapes and 
under what Cototirs ſoe ver they have been made, have, 


_ Ry 9 proy d the anhappy Means 


* b of 


| T7) 
of leading Men unawares to the Borders of Deiſm. 
In like manner all the Attempts to prove the Conſti- 
tution of the Chriſtian Church, and the Exerciſe of 
Diſcipline, and the Miſſion of Perſons for adminiſtring 
Chriſtian Ordinances, to be merely human, have been 
ſo many Preparations of the People, to look upon Chri- 
ſtianity as no more than mere natural Reaſon. And 
that the Deifts themſelves are of this Opinion, appears 
from the Tenor and Connexion of certain Writings, 
which are generally ſuppos'd to have come from the ſame 
hand; I mean, The Rights of the Chriſtian Church, and 
Chriſtianity as old as the Creation. 'The firſt, which re- 
preſents the Miniſtry and Diſcipline of the Chriſtian 
Church, as merely human, was eyidently intended to 
open the way to the ſecond, which is an avow'd Plea 
for Deiſm, and an open Attack upon Chriſtianity, as 
ſuch. And this may teach us to be jealous of every 
ſuch Inroad that is made, or attempted, upon the Do- 
ctrine, Diſcipline, and Conſtitution of our Church, as 
tending to promote the Cauſe of ran even tho 
the promoting of that Cauſe ſhould not be (as in the 
other Caſe it manifeſtly was) the final Aim and Inten- 
tion of the Author s. | 


Some Perſons, who profeſs themſelyes Friends to the 
Chriſtian Religion in general, think it moſt adviſable 
to have it clear d (as they love to ſpeak) from all Things 

that look like My/ery, in order to remove the Offence 
they give to ſpeculative Men, who will believe nothing, 
the Manner of which they cannot clearly comprehend. 

But, ſurely, we who are only . 1 of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, are not at Liberty to model it a- new, or to pub- 
liſh it in any other Form than that in which Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles deliyer d it; and we muſt deſire to be excuſed > 

| 9 
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if we think the Divinity of the Son of God, and his m- | 


carnation, and the Redemption which he wrought for 


us upon the Croſs (all of them, indeed, above Reaſon, - 
but none of them contrary to it) a Sacrifice too large to 
be made to the Fancies of thoſe Men. St. Paul has 
ple ainly taught us, how we ought to conduct ourſelves 


ſuch Caſes. He knew very well, that both Je and 


Gentile took great Offence at the Boctrine of a crucified 


Saviour; and he could not but ſee, that Chriſtianity 


would be more favourably entertain'd by both, if that 


| Offence were remoy'd, and the Goſpel reduc'd. to a 
Scheme of mere Morality, ratified by a Perſon. ſent 


from God, and enforc'd by ftronger Aſſurances of Re- 


wards and Puniſhments than had ever been given before. 
: Cor. i. But notwithſtanding all this, Ve (ſays he) preach Chriff 


28,24, 25. crucified, unto the Jews a ſtumbling- block, and unto the 
Greeks fooliſhnels ; ; but unto them which dire: called, both 


ews and Greeks, Chrift, the Power of God, and thi Wit 


dom of God - Becauſe the fooliſhneſs 7 04 3s wiſer than 


men; ; 5 0 the weakneſs of Goch; is Kroner than en. H, 


10. Let us take Cart, upon all Occaſions; Hs 5 
aufer Behaviour to the Government, and a Defire e fo 


emote Peace and Quietneſs in our ſeveral Station. 
As to the Government, the ſupporting it is our Duty, 
as We, in common with our Fellow - Subjects, and for the 
| Preſervation of the fame common Rights and Liberties, 
have engag d ourſelves to ſupport it, by the moſt fotemn 
Obligations: It is the Intereſt of Religion, as there is no 
other View of ſeeing a Proteſtant Church continu d 


among us, but in the Safety and Support of His 


 Majezsry and His Royal Family: And it is the 
* Tx of the Eftabliſh'd en and * 


Cap). 


as it ſecures the Gerth of the Government to us and 
our Concerns. It was one Article in the very firſt Declara- 
* | tion which our preſent moſt gracious Sovereign made in 
= Council, hat the 2 Preſervationof the Conſtitution in Church 
and State, as it is now happily eſtabliſbd, ſhould be His firft 
and always His chief Care; and, preſently afterwards, He 
declar' d to his Parliament, That He would make it Hie 
conſtant Care #9 preſerve the Conſtitution of this King- 
dom, as it is now happily eftabliſhed in Church and State, 
inviolable in all its Parts: And, more particularly, in 
His Anſwer to the Addreſs preſented to Him by the Cler- 
' gy of London and Weſtminſter, upon His Acceſſion to the 
Throne, He was graciouſly pleas'd to acquaint us, That 
we might be firmly afſur'd, that the Protection of the 
Church and Clergy, in the Enjoyment of their Rights and 
Privileges, ſhould be His particular Care thro the whole 
Courſe of His Reign. And (I ſpeak it knowingly) there 
” F is no one Point of Government, in which His Majestv 
| diſcovers a greater Leal, than in making good that gra- 
cious Aſſurance, and difcountenancing all Attempts to 
injure the Church and Clergy in their Juſt and mg 
3 Rights. 2 | 
But that which leads me more eſpecially at this time, 
to recommend Duty and Reſpect to His Ma JESTY, | 
and thoſe who are in Authority under Him, is, the See before 
malicious Endeavour of Infidels, to repreſent the Cler-* . 
gy, as an Order of Men, ſeditious, uneaſy, and dan- 
gerous to Civil Government. To all which Calumnies, 
a reſpectful and dutiful Behaviour on our Part, and the 
making ourſelves Examples to others of ſuch Reſpect 
And Duty, You _ be: 158 moſt one and elfectual | 


infwer, - | 
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As to the promoting Peace and Quietneſi in our ſeve- 
ral Stations; you know, one of the Queſtions at the 
Time of our Ordination is in theſe Words: Will you 
„ maintain and ſet forwards, as much as lieth in you, 
Quietneſꝭ, Peace, and Love, among all Chriſtian Peo- 
ple, and eſpecially among them that are or ſhall be 
« committed to your Charge?” To which our Anſwer 
is, „I will ſo do, the Lord being my Helper.” And 
tho'I have no Reaſon to doubt, but this Duty is well re- 
member'd, and duly practis'd by the Clergy; yet I could 
not forbear, at this time, to recommend a ſtrict and pun- 
ctual Obſervance of that Promiſe, that we may bring a 
ſlanderous Generation to Shame (if any thing can 
make them aſham'd,) who repreſent us to the World, 
as the great Promoters of Strife and Contention, and, 


5 Ibid. 388. as one of the Tribe has expreſs'd himſelf with a brutal 
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Rage, Inſtruments of the Devil, in raiſing Diſcord 
among Mankind. But let us comfort ourſelves, in the 
faithful Diſcharge of our Duty and under all ſuch Re- 
proaches from the Enemies of Chrift and his Goſpel, 


1 with the Declaration he made to his Diſciples on the 
11,12. like Occaſion: Bleed are ye, when men ſhall revile you, 
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and perſecute you, and ſhall ſay all manner of evil againſt 
you fallly for my Name's ſake: Rejoice, and be exceeding 


glad, for great is your reward in heaven. 


_ Txxsz, my Brethren, are the things which I thought 
proper to ſuggeſt to you, in our preſent Circumſtances ; 
and I have nothing to add, but that every one of you 
be earneſt in his Prayers to God, © That he will protect 
his Church and true Religion againſt the Aſſaults of 
theſe wicked Men; © That he will preſerve his Peo- 
ple from that Spirit of Profaneneſs, Infidelity, and 

Atheiſm, which is gone out into the World; and, 
| 5 =: 5 . cc That 
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a 1 That he will give his Minifters Teal, al Courage, | 1 


and Succeſs, in ſupporting the Cauſe of Chriſtianity 5 EY — 
againſt it.” And, that we may follow the Precept <. : 


and Example of our Lord and Maſter, in bleſſing thoſe 5 \ 


who curſe us, and praying for thoſe who deſpitefully uſe us; 


let us conclude with that excellent and truly Chriſtian BARE 
Collect of our Ne i | To On Goo 
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Hereticks, and take from them all Ignorance, 


Word; and ſo fetch them Home, Bleſſed 


: ng without End, Amen, 


Friday. * 


n God, who haſt Hd all Men, and 
hateſt nothing that thou haſt made, nor 
wouldeſt the Death of a Sinner, but rather 
that he ſhould be converted and live: Have 
Mercy upon all Fews, Turks, Infidels, and 


Hardneſs of Heart, and Contempt of thy 


Lord, to thy Flock, that they may be ſaved 
among the Remnant of the true Iſraelites, 
and be made one Fold under one Shepherd, 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who liveth and reign- 
eth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
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